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TOKYO DIVERSION RESEARCH

Statements

Recently the term diversity is gaining
further interests in Japanese society. The reason
behind this is the fact that individuality in society
is being redefined and attracting new attention. At
the same time distinctive differences are notified
and occasional borders are added.

Yet in reality the division lines that exists
between individuals are fluid, multi-layered and
multi-tiered. Even so the division line will not be
easily crossed or deleted. If that should be the
case what is required for the struggling individual
paralyzed by separation and division is to explore
methods of survival through shifting conventions,
walking off beaten paths and taking diversion
routes.

Tokyo Diversion Research aims to
apply research, study report and dialogue for
problems concerning social diversity and division,
excavating diversion methods for the sake of
survival.

Purposes

Finding, connecting, and creating new
techniques for surviving the challenges facing
diversity and division, through dialogue and
expression.

Revealing questions through dialogue,
formulating fluent networks between individual
activities and creating platforms to share
correspondent ideas.

Implicating new insights of society
through these procedures and generating a full,
rich and integrative culture.

Projects

1. Survey Work
Moyamoya Fieldwork
Research Session, Report & Dialogue
and Analytical Session

Through our work we visited various
medical services, welfare facilities, related
organizations and care services throughout the
Tokyo metropolitan area. The project consists

of three parts. The first is the Research Session
which conducts participant observations
through activities and hearings from concerned
personnel. Secondly the research is shared with
the participants through opinions and viewpoints,
regarding discussions during Report & Dialogue.
For the third part we invited guest speakers
to observe these matters under theoretical
and methodological aspects, deepening our
viewpoints during the Analytical Session. The
project is intended to bring a cycle to the various
elements of research, reportage, dialogue and
analysis, attempting to illustrate the different
aspects of the field.

2. Research Development

Forum Is Dialogue Possible?

How is it possible for individuals with
different walks of life to coexist? What kind of
dialogue will be needed?

We invited care workers, poets, academic
researchers as guests to discuss this theme with
neighborhood grannies through round-table talk
sessions, symposiums and live performances
in a 3-day forum. Our aim is to experience
common ground within the existing framework of
contemporary society.

Date  September 4th ~ 6th 2015
Location Keio University, Shibanoie,
SHIBAURA HOUSE

3. JOURNAL Tokyo Diversion Research 2

This journal assembles reports about the
year’s activities and discussions. For the 2nd
issue we give a multi-faced review of activities
we came across through the project and verify
our research. We also look back at the forum /s
Dialogue Possible? and provide research notes on
the Moyamoya Fieldwork project. The JOURNAL
specifies the footsteps of Tokyo Diversion
Research which entered its 2nd year and takes a
close look at its forthcoming progression.
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